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Developing Effective Communication/KT 
Strategies for Small-Scale Pig Producers

• Limit the potential impact African Swine Fever 
(ASF) would have in the Canadian pork industry.

 
• Commercial and small-scale Canadian producers.

• Biosecurity.

• Reduces disease risk – ASF, FMD, others. 

• Effective communication methods.



Survey
• 565 respondents from all regions in Canada. 
• Both official languages. 
• Question examples:

− If housed outside, do you provide physical barriers such as 
fences and gates to prevent your pigs from coming into 
contact with wildlife?

− Do you think there are any risks associated with feeding 
your pig(s) food waste from your kitchen or food waste 
from a grocery stores, bakeries, restaurant/pub/café?

− How do you reduce the risk of disease in your pigs? (Select 
all that apply).



Survey Results



Results
• Many producers are quite knowledgeable regarding 

biosecurity, but:

− 3.9% have no physical barriers to prevent direct contact of 
wildlife with their pigs.

− 56.3% feed their pigs table scraps or food waste from their 
kitchen.

− 3.7% feed meat or meat products to their pigs.

− 47.9% do not perceive any risks associated with feeding food 
waste from their kitchen or grocery stores, bakeries, 
restaurants, etc.

− >25% have not heard of ASF or FMD; almost half have not 
heard of PRRS. 



Results

• Producers appear to prefer to get information about caring 
their pigs from: 

− A person (other pig producers or their veterinarian). 

− Social media and pig websites.

− Provincial Pork Boards, CPC.

• Least interest in receiving information from Government of 
Canada and swine surveillance networks.



Results
• What concerns producers most about their pigs getting a 

serious disease is the welfare of their pigs (94%). 

• Producers are receptive to receiving information about how 
to keep their pigs healthy and reduce the risk of diseases. 

• Producers are interested in receiving messaging that is 
specific to small-scale producers, that is respectful to them, 
and developed in consultation with them.
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