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Understanding the survival times of the 
Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza 

(HPAI) virus on various surfaces and 
under different conditions is crucial for 

controlling its spread. Below are 
approximate survival times with steps 

for reducing risks.

Poultry
Feces

Frequent 
handwashing 
reduces risk

Follow 
recommended 

disposal protocols

The virus survives 
longer in colder 

temperatures

Disposable 

crates are safer
Clean after 
every use

Wash with hot 
water and 
detergents

Dispose following 
municipal or 

provincial protocols
Clean with 

disinfectant 
sprays

High risk if stored 
in contaminated 

areas

The virus survives 
longer in colder 

temperatures

High 
concentrations 
require urgent 

cleanup

This document was produced by the Emergency Management Division of Animal Health Canada to enhance communication to smallholders on issues of importance regarding Highly Pathogenic Avian Infuenza (HPAI) in 
coordination with the Canadian Food Inspection Agency, industry and provincial governments. For further assistance and biosecurity resources, contact info@animalhealthcanada.ca or visit www.animalhealthcanada.ca

Note: Survival times are approximate and may vary by HPAI subtype and conditions. For specific guidance, consult a veterinarian or the Canadian Food Inspection Agency.

Reference: Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) Facts about Avian Influenza
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https://inspection.canada.ca/en/animal-health/terrestrial-animals/diseases/reportable/avian-influenza/facts-about-avian-influenza



